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Press Information 

Emerging infectious diseases: From reaction to prevention - 
is it possible? 

Prof. Marion Koopmans gives 11th Loeffler Lecture in Greifswald 

Insel Riems, 27. Juni 2023. New infectious agents, especially those originally from animals, are 

great challenges to science and politics. This was made very clear once again by the COVID-19 

pandemic that has just been overcome. But is there any chance at all of getting "ahead of the 

wave" in the case of emerging infectious diseases and preventing an epidemic from growing into 

a pandemic? This question has occupied Prof. Marion Koopmans for years. In this year's Loeffler 

Lecture, she will shed light on opportunities and needs to detect and contain new infectious 

diseases at an early stage. 

Marion Koopmans heads the Department of Viroscience at the Erasmus Medical Centre in Rotterdam, 

the Netherlands, and the WHO Collaborating Centre for Emerging Infectious Diseases. She is also 

Scientific director for emerging infectious diseases at the Netherlands Centre for One Health (NCOH) 

and the Pandemic and Disaster Preparedness Centre in Rotterdam/Delft, the Netherlands. During the 

Corona crisis, Koopmans was a member of the Outbreak Management Team in the Netherlands, that 

advised the national government on measures to contain the spread of SARS-CoV-2. 

Emerging infections, with a particular focus on the pathway of diseases at the human-animal 

interface, are the focus of her research. Marion Koopmans is particularly committed to the creation 

of global networks for systematic and broad-based early detection and control. 
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Presseinformation des Friedrich-Loeffler-Instituts 

 
As Federal Research Institute for Animal Health, the Friedrich-Loeffler-Institut (FLI) addresses farm animal health and 

welfare. The work aims at the prevention, diagnostics and control of animal diseases, the improvement of animal welfare and 
animal nutrition as well as the preservation and use of farm animal genetic resources. 

 

11th Loeffler Lecture  

Professor Marion Koopmans, Ph.D. (Erasmus University Rotterdam) 

Title: From emerging diseases response to prevention: is it possible? 

Welcome: Dr. Christian Suhm, Alfried Krupp Wissenschaftskolleg Greifswald 

Introduction: Prof. Dr. Dr. h. c. mult. Thomas Mettenleiter, Friedrich-Loeffler-Institute 

Moderation: Professor Dr. Christa Kühn, Friedrich-Loeffler-Institute 

Date, time: Monday, 03 July 2023 from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 

Location: Alfried Krupp Wissenschaftskolleg Greifswald, Martin-Luther-Straße 14, 17489 Greifswald 

Free admission 

Further information and access: www.wiko-greifswald.de 
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