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MEDIA RELEASE 

MAWLR SUCCESSFULLY CONDUCTED ITS FIRST FIELD ORAL RABIES 
VACCINATION OF DOGS IN OSHANA & OMUSATI REGION 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Water Land Reform (MAWLR) successfully conducted its first 
field ORAL RABIES VACCINATION of dogs in Omusati and Oshana Regions mid October 
2021. This first trial was carried out with close cooperation with the Friedrich-Loeffler-Institute 
(FLI) of Germany, supported with funds from the Global Health Protection Programme 
(GHPP) of the German Ministry of Health.  

Since 2016, Namibia has been implementing a National Dog Rabies Control Programme 
including mass vaccination of dogs and cats administered through parenteral injection.  This 
type of vaccine administration, MAWLR could only attain about 76% vaccination coverage of 
total dog population in the Northern Communal Areas (NCAs) where the rabies control 
programme is implemented, instead of the targeted 80% vaccination coverage to achieve herd 
immunity. One among many other reasons why it has been challenging to achieve the 80% 
herd immunity is the inability to access stray dogs as well as challenges experienced by some 
of the dog owners in handling and unable to present them at the vaccination points or veterinary 
offices for vaccination. The introduction of the Oral Rabies Vaccination method (ORV), which 
is administered through bait, will enable the Ministry to reach out to those difficult dogs and 
improve vaccination coverage of 80% to increase herd immunity.  

The ORV, has been successfully used in Europe and North America to control wildlife-
mediated rabies, and is promoted both by World Health Organization (WHO) and OIE. The 
studies in Namibian dog populations demonstrated that dogs in Namibia can be successfully 
immunized with single vaccine bait.  

Rabies is endemic throughout Namibia. However, dog-mediated rabies poses a significant 
threat to public health in the NCAs. “The innovation of oral vaccination will enable us to reach 
most, if not all dogs, especially the stray dogs and dogs that are difficult to handle. This new 
methodology, if fully introduced, will not replace our initial National Dog Rabies Control 



Programme, but will complement the parenteral vaccination for wider dog population reach,” 
said Dr. Albertina Shilongo, Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO) MAWLR.  

The field trial was made possible using mobile planning and data capturing technology 
provided by Mission Rabies, a non-governmental organization specialized in large scale rabies 
control. Preliminary results are already available and show a very high bait acceptance of more 
than 90% in dogs. The total number of more than 1,000 baits were given and the area covered 
make this study unique across Africa.  

“We are here at the forefront of field research to bring this novel tool into application in Africa 
and elsewhere. We are confident that this method can greatly contribute to the global aim of 
ending dog-mediated human rabies by 2030,” emphasizes Dr. Thomas Müller from the 
Friedrich-Loeffler-Institute (FLI) of Germany. With these results MAWLR is envisaging to 
further integrate ORV into the rabies control programme of Namibia. 

The MAWLR staffs were supported by members and students of the Faculty of Agriculture 
and Natural Resources, University of Namibia, Ogongo campus.  
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Glossary: 

The Friedrich-Loeffler-Institute is the German Federal Research Institute for Animal Health. It serves 
as an OIE reference laboratory for rabies and is also WHO Collaborating Centre for Rabies 
Surveillance and Research.  

The World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) is based in Paris, France. It sets international 
standards for animal health and welfare. For further information please contact Dr. Nehemia Hedimbi: 
Nehemia.Hedimbi@mawlr.gov.na 

Photo Caption: MAWLR official throwing a bait (that contains the vaccine) to a dog during the field 
Oral Rabies Vaccinnation. 



 


