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. The management of dumped munitions in the Baltic Sea is challenging for politicians.

. Tools for risk assessment of dumped munition are available.

. During an online training for users and decision makers, methods for risk assessment of dumped
munitions were demonstrated to the target group.

Background

Huge amounts of dumped munitions are lying on the seafloor
of North Sea and Baltic Sea since decades — alone 1.6 mio tons
in German waters. Intensive research on dumped munitions in
the Baltic Sea has been carried out in the last years regarding
effects of munitions on the environment and raising the public
awareness for this topic — especially of the responsible national
authorities.

Goals

DAIMON2 used this attention to the topic to share new
knowledge and risk assessment methods with practitioners and
decision makers from science and politics.

DAIMON Ecotox Toolbox

One of the new instruments for risk assessment in practice is
the DAIMON Ecotox Toolbox, developed by the international
consortium of the project DAIMON1. The Ecotox Toolbox
comprises over 40 single methods (tools) as well as a concept
how to select and apply them and how to interpret the results.
With the toolbox, a risk assessment of dumped munition in
Baltic Sea ecosystems can be achieved.

The components of the Ecotox Toolbox together with a short
instruction can be downloaded for free via the link below.

Online training

The Thiinen Institute hosted an online training on Nov. 3", 2020
with over 40 active participants from politics, authorities,
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universities and NGOs in Germany. The concept and the
practical application of the DAIMON Ecotox Toolbox was
explained during the webinar using real examples from
dumpsites and suspect areas. Selected methods (tools) were
presented by experts and discussed together with the
participants.
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Screenshot of some participants of the DAIMON2 Webinar on 03.11.2020,
hosted by Thiinen Institute of Fisheries Ecology (© Thiinen Institute).

Conclusion

DAIMON?2 introduced and communicated a new instrument for
risk assessment of dumped munition: The DAIMON Ecotox
Toolbox. This is an important contribution to future
management of dumped munitions in Germany including a
possible remediation in future.
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